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All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above, 

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 

Matthias Claudius, translated by Jane M Campbell 





The Senior Chaplainõs Notes 
A greeting from the new Senior Chaplain 

to everyone at the Anglican Church in Norway 

A few days ago Bishop David Hamid wrote 
to me to formally invite me to be the next Senior 
Chaplain of the Anglican Church in Norway. It 
is a great honour, and I am very grateful to 
those involved in the selection process for the 
trust they have placed in me. 
I look forward to continuing in the long line 
of faithful priests who have served the Anglican 
Church in Norway over the past decades. I have 
already met the Assistant Chaplains ï April, 
Kirk and Peter ï and I am looking forward to 
getting to know you all in the different worship 
locations across the country. 
The links between the Chaplaincy in Den-
mark (where I currently serve) and the 
Chaplaincy in Norway are many and deep. For 
example, the Danish-born Queen Alexandra 
(wife of King Edward VII of England) who was 
so instrumental in the building of Saint Albanôs 
Church in Copenhagen, was the mother of Queen 
Maud (wife of Haakon VII) who played such a 
pivotal role in the life of Saint Edmundôs 
Church in Oslo. 
I am also discovering many connections bet-
ween my home country of Ireland and my futu-
re home in Norway. Apart from the Viking 
influence, there is also the lesser-known link 
through Saint Sunniva. Believed to have been 
the daughter of an Irish king, Sunniva settled on 
the island of Selja in Western Norway some 
time in the tenth century. Later martyred for her 
faith, she became the patron saint of Bjßrgvin 
diocese and of Western Norway. 
The fact that ï as far as I am aware ï I will be 
the first Church of Ireland priest to serve as 
Senior Chaplain in Norway underlines just what 
a diverse and international Chaplaincy it has 
become. I am told that there are members from 

over thirty different countries on the books, and 
my hope and prayer is that we can continue to 
be an inclusive, Christ-centred community 
which reflects the generosity and unconditional 
love of God. 
I will be moving to Oslo in October and my 
first Sunday service at Saint Edmundôs will be 
on Sunday 8 October. In the meantime, I ask for 
your prayers as I make preparations to leave 
Denmark. 
As we say in Ireland, óGo mbeanna² Dia sibh 
go l®irôï óMay God bless you all.ô 

wŜǾŘ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ aŎ/ŀƭƭƛƎ 
{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмт 

Bergen notes 
Greetings from rainy Bergen everyone! I 
doubt you will be surprised to hear that Bergen 
broke new records this summer for precipitation! 
Hurrah! For example, it rained every day from 
1 June to 26 June. It had not rained for this 
many consecutive days in June since 1968. The 
record was broken on a Sunday (with one of the 
strongest and longest down pours of the month I 
might add) and our music director Roger Martin 
was quick to encourage us to look on the bright 
side of life by reminding us that because it con-
stantly rains in Bergen, everything always has a 
very nice cleansing! Rogerôs good humour was 
therapeutic, but also deeply theological. When 
the rain seems relentless in Bergen, just like the 
inevitable challenges and obstacles that come in 
ministry, it is indeed important to remind our-
selves that while it might be difýcult to see 
Godôs faithful hand at work, God may be most 
active during these times by renewing and pre-
paring us for what is still ahead. And also to 
count our blessings daily which always out-
number the negative experiences we encounter 
in ministry. While all the rain in Bergen was 
certainly challenging for many of us during the 
summer months, we had many bright spots in 
ministry as we witnessed Godôs renewing 
presence in our midst. 
 The summer began with our International 
Potluck Dinner for Newcomers in early June. 
This was a wonderful gathering of both newcomers 
and current members with many delicious dishes 
shared from around the world. This meal granted 
us the very interesting experience of hearing 
about how newcomers had made their way to 
Bergen for work, education or love, and have 
somehow managed to remain in Bergen despite 





Our Chaplaincy looks forward to hosting the 
Deanery Synod in Stavanger and the arrival of our 
new Senior Chaplain in Oslo. In Trondheim, the 
new semester has begun, bringing with it the 
start of our regular Sunday School gatherings, 
involvement in Bymisjonôs ecumenical Taize 
services, and the Anglican Book Caf®. Follow-
ing up on last yearôs success, we will again 
join with the Anglican Communion Environ-
mental Network to hold a Season of Creation 
service up at Fjellseter Chapel in Bymarka on 
1 October (for more info see: http://
acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-
of-creation.aspx). This autumn we also have 
two new activities: 
Autumn Movie Nights for University Students: 
This semester Our ASF (Anglican Student Fel-
lowship), Trondheim will host two social film 
evenings at SiT (the student welfare organisation) 
Moholtôs Activity House. All NTNU students 
are welcome to evenings of free popcorn, 
snacks, Kahoot quizes with prizes and the view-
ing of The Ultimate Gift (27.08) and Chariots of 
Fire (16.11). Welcome! 
October Grief Group: Revd. April, who did 
a Clinical Pastoral Care internship at Stanford 
University Hospital, and Revd. Mary Strßm-
men, who is one of our Diocesan team of 
trained spiritual directors, will be co-leading an 

Anglican Grief Group in October. We will meet 
on Thursdays from 6-7:30pm to discuss themes 
from the book Good Grief by Revd. Granger E. 
Westberg. óGood Griefô has been described 
thus: óWhether mourning the death of a loved 
one, the end of a marriage, the loss of a job, or 
other difficult life changes, Good Grief is a 
proven steady companion in times of loss.ô 
Revds Mary & April will then lead together our 
All Saints Holy Communion Service in the 
Chapter House at 18:00 on 5 November, where 
those who wish will have the opportunity to 
light candles of remembrance and prayer. This 
group is free and open to all who would like to 
join us. 
May God bless, inspire and refresh you today 
and always, 

wŜǾŘ !ǇǊƛƭ aŀƧŀ !ƭƳŀŀǎ 
¢ǊƻƴŘƘŜƛƳ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ 

Oslo notes 
 St Luke tells us in his ninth chapter that you 
should never look back while ploughing, other-
wise you donôt get it straight, so you should 
look forward. This of course we try to do. 
But allow me some words looking back. 
Since Brian left us, (we had a very nice but 
rainy farewell party for Brian and Pam and our 
annual picnic), we in Oslo have been very 
blessed with locums being with us in our Sunday 
worship in St Edmunds. We need to say thank 
you to Julius, who for many Sundays preached 
for us, while he was still busy with his studies. 
Julius is now heading back to Uganda. We wish 
him all the best. 
For 3 weeks we enjoyed also the company of 
Kevin and Liz. Kevin took even time to visit the  
elderly and to administer home communion. 
Liz joined happily a meeting of the Ladies 
Guild. What a good time we had. Summer is 
nearly over and  of course we are looking ahead 
to meet our new Senior Chaplain Darren. From 
October he will be in Oslo, but before that we 
still have a lot on our minds: There will be other 
locums to help out. Steve will be with us leading a 
Choral Evensong at Oslo Culture Night (Oslo 
Kulturnatt). Again we will take part in this 
event of the City of Oslo and we keep 
the Church open on Friday 15 September for 
new worshippers or for people just walking by. 
On Sunday 18 September we will have our 
Harvest Festival, where we again will sing the 
famous hymn óWe plough the fields and scatterô 
by Matthias Claudius. I am sure, as all the years 

Trondheim congregation at Fjellseter Chapel 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜύ 





before, the church will look lovely with many 
flowers, groceries, vegetables, fruits, loaves and 
other gifts. And as always we will have an auc-
tion with the proceeds going to the Shirley 
Cripps orphanage in Zimbabwe. 
And on Sunday 24 September the church 
council will meet the congregation in Trondheim. 

On the first Sunday in October we will be 
welcoming our last locum. Janet Heil will pre-
side and preach at the Family Communion Ser-
vice. So there is a lot to look forward to, of 
course including Darrenôs arrival. His first Sun-
day is 8 October and his licensing will take 
place on Sunday 22 October. in the late after-
noon. So please mark this in your calendar and 
come along. 

LƴƎŜōƻǊƎ ²ǀǊƘŜƛŘŜ 
ŦƻǊǎǘŀƴŘŜǊ 

 

Upcoming events 
 

Trondheim 
Thu 5, 12, 19, 26 Oct Anglican Grief Group using 
Webergôs classic book Good Grief, led by Revd 
April & Revd Mary Strßmmen. 
Waisenhuset 18ï19:30 
Sat 10 Oct Anglican Book Caf® 13ï15:00 
Thu 16 Nov Anglican Student Fellowship 
Movie Night (Chariots of Fire) 
SiTôs Moholt Student Activity House 19ï22:00 
Sun 03.09, 17.09, 05.11, 19.11 Sunday School 
Waisenhuset, 11ï12:30 
Sun 25 Nov Anglican Christmas Sale 13ï16:00 
Fri 01.09, 06.10, 03.11 Ecumenical Taize Services 
V¬r Frue Church 18:00. Q? Ask Priscilla Beck. 

Oslo 
Sat 18 Nov St Edmunds Christmas Bazaar at the 
Swedish Church 11ï15:00 



Kristiansand 
Fri 15 Dec Carol Service in Oddernes Church 
18:30 

Stavanger 
Thu 7ïSun 10 Sept Synod Meeting 
Sun 3 Dec Christingle (Bethel) 
Sun 10 Dec Crib Service (Bethel) 
Sat 23 Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in 
Stavanger Cathedral 
Sun 24 Dec No service 
Mon 25 Dec Christmas Day Family Communion 
(Bethel) 

 
 

Bergen 
Sun 1 Oct: Harvest Festival, followed by potluck 
lunch in Mariastuen. 
Sat 16 Dec Carol Singing 15:00 in Korskirken. 
Sun 17 Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
18:00 in St Marys Church 

Drammen 
Tue 12 Dec Carol Service 16:00 in BragernÞs 
Church 

Anywhere else? 
As long as there is space, we should be able 
to include any upcoming event of interest 
to Outpost readers. 
You never who is travelling where é 

will take place this year on Saturday 18 November from 11:00 until 15:00 at the Swedish Church.  

Christmas provisions and homemade delicacies including jams, chutneys, cakes, gifts, crafts, 

English language books, DVDs and CDs, toys, a lucky draw and of course 

the Loaves and Fishes Café with its British specialities.  

Carols will be sung at regular intervals throughout the day. 

From the registers 

FUNERALS 

St Edmunds 

Thursdag 3 August 2017 

Leif-Arne Eriksen 

Leif-Arne was the dear husband of choir 
member Amy and was himself 
an honorary choir member. 

For over 30 years he contributed to the 
life at St Edmunds, excavating out the 
crypt with his cousin Odd, transporting 
choir gowns, making supper in the crypt 
for the choir while they practised upstairs 
etc, and will be sorely missed by many. 

Please submit material for the next issue of Outpost 
by Sunday 29 October 



Editing Outpost 
There is a need for volunteers to be involved in the editing and production of our 
quarterly magazine. It is fair to assume that the task of editor-in-chief will continue to be 
taken by the senior chaplain, but this is a plea for more people to help. 
For the past five years or so I have been doing most of the editing of Outpost. I started by offer-
ing to help Sammy, who had taken over the task from Janet. Then when Sammy left I ended up 
with most of the responsibility alone.  
I already have quite a few commitments in the church in Bergen, and am finding that Outpost 
is a bit more than I can manage to my own satisfaction. You may have noticed that the last couple 
of issues ï including this one ï did not come out until a while into the period they were supposed 
to cover ï one symptom of an editorial staff of one! An editorial staff of two or three people 
would be ideal.  

What would an editorial staff do? 

The main tasks are 

¶ to receive notes from the four regular chaplains and any other people who would like to 
contribute; to proofread and when necessary condense these contributions. 

¶ to compile the calendar of services (with readings) in the four main churches 

¶ to receive and include entries from the registers (provided by the senior chaplain) 

¶ to find and select an illustration for the front cover (not difficult) 

¶ to place all the above in a readable (and hopefully attractive) format 

There are also a few occasional or optional tasks: 

¶ to update the deadline for contributions to the next issue 

¶ to include small adverts 

¶ to compile a list of important events 

¶ to find and include other material to fill what little space is left! 
Who are the people in an ideal team? 

¶ a nerd or a graphic artist: someone with a bit of computer savvy who can deal with layout 

¶ a writer: someone who is good with words ï who can proofread and condense if necessary 

¶ an organiser: someone who can compile the calendar (each time) and update Whoôs Who (as 
necessary), and perhaps be the one who keeps everyone else on track. It may be that a clerical 
employee of the church has this as one of their duties. 
This could be one, two or three people (or more). The list above, with the addition of a little musical 
competence, is about the sum total of all my own skills. It would be more enjoyable, I expect, if the 
skills were divided amongst several people, so the task would not be a solitary one. 

Does all the team need to be in the same place? 

I see no reason why not, but with electronic communication as it is these days, there is no reason 
either why there should not be one person in Tromsß, one in Stavanger and one in Trondheim. 
Or anywhere else for that matter, including people who are too far away from one of our 
churches to be able to attend regularly ï a wonderful way to keep your finger on the pulse. 
I would like to complete a hand-over in time for the December 2017ïFebruary 2018 issue, but 
am willing to be involved in passing on information and ótrainingô in the skills involved in a 
transitional period. I am sure a face-to-face meeting could be arranged (I can offer hospitality in 
the Bergen area if that is the best place), and if there are a few volunteers (I am hoping and 
praying, and am sure you will join me in doing so), it could be quite a lot of fun. 
Those of you who are tempted by the prospect or would be willing to offer your services, 
please write (fammartin@outlook.com) or phone (988 277 04), or if you prefer, talk to your own 
chaplain about it. 

wƻƎŜǊ aŀǊǘƛƴ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊ-ƛƴ-ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 



tǊǳΩǎ  
{ǘǊǄƪŜǘ фΣ моуо !{Y9w 

сс тр ул ссκ ффслотоп  
όƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ  

to Trekanten Centre) 

Aran knitwear & fleeces  

with embroidery  

όƘƻǊǎŜΣ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΣ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ŜǘŎΦύ   

for children from 1 year and adults 

Leisurewear by Alice Collins, 

Hammerschmid, Tulchan, Gardeur, 

Brandtex, Erfo, Lana, Wallmann … 

Larger sizes by Verpass  

Tartan kilts and trousers  

by Glaschu (Glasgow)  

SIZES 36–52 ● QUALITY WITH 

PERSONAL SERVICE! 

5ŀǘŜΥ м hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмт 
¢ƛƳŜΥ ммΥмр 

±ŜƴǳŜΥ CƧŜƭƭǎŜǘŜǊ ƪŀǇŜƭƭ 
ƛƴ .ȅƳŀǊƪŀΣ тлнл ¢ǊƻƴŘƘŜƛƳ 

Trondheim’s Anglican congregation 
will host a {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ prayer service 

at Fjellseter Chapel. 
After the service there will be a ’bring & share’ potluck and games. 

All are welcome! 

Queries to Revd April: 
trondheimchaplain@osloanglicans.no 



 

Welcome to 

{ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Møllergata 30, Oslo 

Regular Sunday services 
with sung Communion 

and Sunday School 
at 11:00 

See centre pages for details 
of services in Bergen, Oslo, 
Stavanger and Trondheim. 

Retur: British Embassy 
 0244 Oslo 


